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preferred for the next three days. Germany rejected all these pro-
posals on the plea that Austria's quarrel with Serbia was a matter with
which the other Powers had no concern, and expressed a strong
opinion that if Russia intervened the responsibility for the con-
sequences would be hers and hers alone. In his " Twenty-five Years"
Grey has described his despair, as day after day passed and the Germans
refused to " press the button to peace." The truth was that they were
deeply committed to support Austria in any action she might take,
and that the General Staffs of both countries were confident of their
ability to defeat any possible combination against them, if only they
were not tangled up in dilatory negotiations.
Grey battled manfully to stem the military tide, and on July 28
made a final proposal of direct negotiation between Austria and
Russia, but by this time the thoughts of all the other Governments
were on the prospects of victory or defeat in the war which they now
thought to be inevitable ; and in St. Petersburg as well as in Vienna
and Berlin the soldiers were in charge. Sweeping aside the objections
of the Tsar, who hesitated to take the plunge, the Russian military
chiefs insisted on mobilizing as the Austrians mobilized, and on
July 30 converted a partial mobilization decreed in the morning to
a total mobilization decreed at midnight. The following day (July 31)
the Germans issued a proclamation of Kriegsgefahr (War danger)
which was followed quickly by mobilization, and at midnight on
the same day presented an ultimatum to Russia. On Saturday,
August i, the French mobilized, and on the morning of Sunday,
August 2, the Germans began their offensive with the invasion of
Luxembourg, which clearly indicated their intention of invading
Belgium, On Monday, August 3, Germany declared war on France.
Having once started, mobilizations followed automatically and in-
exorably the course laid down in the Treaties of Alliance. No one
in Europe took seriously the idea to which a few British observers
clung as a drowning man to a straw, that mobilization did not neces-
sarily mean war.
6
Proximus ardet. The British Cabinet watched with dismay as day
by day the fire came a little nearer their own boundary. There were
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